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FROM THE CEO 
 As I sit and type this newsletter I reflect on the 
last 5 years I have spent here in Kenya living with the 
Maasai people and in this particular community. 
Some changes are small, some large, especially the 
lives of children KINI has been able to change 
through education and care, when they had no one 
else. 
 For those who have joined hands on this 
journey with me, I would like to say a HUGE THANK 
YOU, these children’s lives will never be the same 
again, because you have cared. 
 Initially, starting a school and educating those 
who couldn’t afford education, was my plan, 
however this is only a small part of what KINI now is 
involved in. Some of the day-to-day happenings to 
keep me busy: 

 Care of 14 orphans/vulnerable children in my 
home 

 Providing Education for 50 children 

 Seeking sponsorship for children to enable them 
to stay in school 

 Medical help to the local community 

 “Ambulance Services” for sick and pregnant  

 Convening anti-FGM education programs for 
schools and communities 

 Supervising and co-ordinating building works (as 
funds are available) in local schools 

 Rescuing girls from early/forced marriages 

 Monitoring and rescuing of orphan children in 
care of relatives 

 ……. 
 
 Mostly the plans of each day change moment by 
moment as situations arise, but the main purpose of 
each day is to ensure the children in my care and 
wider community are safe and in school. 
 In 4 weeks, after 2½ years away, I will be flying 
home for 7 weeks. This will be a bitter-sweet journey 
as it is very difficult leaving the children and my work 
behind, and especially my baby girl as I was refused a 
visa to take her with me. 7 weeks will be a long time 
but I am sure will go quickly and won’t be long 
enough as I try to see my friends and family and 
travel far and wide for speaking appointments. 
 If you are in these areas my plans are: 

 Meet and Greet evening at Macksville RSL 
16 September  

 Grafton 23/24 September 
 Narrabri 30 September 
 Orange 7 October 

 Sydney 15 October (and the central coast 
during the week) 

 Brisbane 21 October 
 Please feel free to email me if you would like 
further information on each visit. 
 
MEET AND GREET 
 Barbara will be holding an information night at 
the Macksville RSL on Saturday night 16 September 
commencing at 7.30 pm. We will meet for dinner for 
those who wish to say hi, from 6.00 pm. 
 Not only will you hear about the work of KINI, 
the life of a “white Maasai” but there will also be 
some beautiful jewellery and other items made by 
the local women, for sale. If you would like a bracelet 
with your name please let me know ASAP. 
 Please feel free to turn up and bring a friend, or 
two. 

        
 
ALTERNATE RITE OF PASSAGES 
 Something very close to the heart of KINI is the 
issue of FGM and also the plight of the young Maasai 
men who often leave school and have no direction in 
their life. 
 A very successful Alternate Rite of Passage for 
Maasai girls, was held over the weekend of 28-30 July 
with 40 girls attending. This was a time when they 
could be given information and participate in 
discussions on FGM, Health & Hygiene, Education 
importance, HIV and other diseases, family planning, 
Puberty and other related topics. It wasn’t 4 star 
accommodation (a mattress shared on the classroom 
floor and bathing outside at night hoping the 
elephants didn’t come too close!) but it was a great 
time of fellowship and learning. 

 
We all just bunked down on the mattresses on the 

floor. Luckily it wasn’t too cold! 

 

 

 



 
 A Maasai Boys Rite of Passage Workshop was 
also held at the same time where the boys were 
taken through FGM – Dangers/Truth, Importance of 
Education, Cultural challenges, Place in Community, 
Respect for Community/Elders/Women, HIV, Family 
Planning, etc. 
 This was the first Workshop of this type held by 
KINI and one which was greatly welcomed by the 
Community and participants. 38 boys attended which 
was such a pleasing result from a small community.  
 Saturday night both girls and boys enjoyed very 
much a film on HIV and its effects which was very 
well received and relatable by all the children. 
 

 
We combined together for worship each morning 
 

 
Boys with their Certificates and Shukas 

 

 
The girl graduates with local MP and elders 

 
 Should funds become available, another one is 
planned for November in another community where 
many of the issues of FGM, early marriages and 
school drop outs are experienced. $1,000 can train 
100 children for 2 days and give them a graduation to 
remember and a brighter future for the whole 
community. 
 

ROTARY VISIT 
 Barbara was able to join with two other 
Rotarians from America, in visiting the school where 
Silvia is now learning and another 3 children will be 
attending from next term, and other projects.  
 It is always good to join together with other 
organisations, and especially Rotary, to help schools 
achieve their goals of better education and facilities 
for the children.  

 
Barbara, Jerry and Lorraine enjoying the dancing 

 
School children are wonderful dancers 

 
 The Maasai ladies also have an enterprise going 
to earn money for their children’s school fees and I 
was privileged to be asked to the opening of their 
“shop”. They make body lotion and soap from bees 
wax. Barbara purchased some samples which are 
proving to be very good indeed. If you would like 
some please email me and I will arrange to bring 
some when I come to Australia next month. 

 
 
SPONSORSHIPS NEEDED 
 KINI is receiving more and more information 
and requests from girls being forced to be married 
and leave school because their parents do not wish 
to pay school fees. One young girl who is very bright, 
and doing well, in the last year of primary school, will 
need to come to live in the KINI Home of Hope as 
soon as exams are finished. Her family have already 
had the “engagement” so if she goes home the 
“husband” will come and take her and she will not 
have the chance to continue to secondary school.  



 I am still awaiting information on her but will 
need a sponsor to ensure she can attend Secondary 
School in 2018. 
 There are many other children still in need of 
sponsorship which KINI is currently struggling to keep 
in school. Please consider helping children receive an 
education from as little as $30 a year to $600, for 
those in Secondary School.  
 
FUTURE VISION 
 By 2018 KINI’s vision is to purchase land and 
build a larger, safer Rescue Centre to accommodate 
the growing number of children, especially girls who 
need help to continue their education and fight 
against early pregnancies and forced child marriages. 
 This is becoming a reality with the offer of land 
with an agreement to use the land and current 
facilities, now for this purpose and also a business to 
make the Centre self-sustaining in the future, with an 
option to pay the costs of the land in 2 years.  
 A proposal and costs are currently being put 
together to make this Rescue Centre a reality in the 
very near future. If you would like to partner with 
KINI please consider this as you plan your finances for 
the coming year. It is heartbreaking to have to send 
these girls home when you know the only option will 
be marriage and usually not one of their choosing. 

 
 
CELEBRATIONS 
 There seems to always been some celebration 
happening in the community and recently a friend of 
Barbara’s married. This is always a time for “dressing 
up” and enjoying the day. 

   
My friend Anna and I Elizabeth and Naileku 
 

 Elizabeth has been with me now for 5 years and 
has grown into a beautiful girl. And it is wonderful to 
see Naileku walking and being a little girl, a far cry 
from being on the brink of death 13 months ago 
when she came to KINI’s Home of Hope. 
 

---oo0oo--- 
 
 If you would like to be part of this exciting work 
please set up a regular donation directly into the KINI 
bank account (details below) or through RAWCS 
(www.kinikenya.com) if you would like a tax 
deductible receipt.  
Bank: ANZ, Nambucca Heads 
Name: Barbara Parkins/Kisaru Nkera (KINI) 
BSB/Account: 012754/204398639 
 

Thank you for sharing in our dream. 
 

The sign of the saved is our love of the least – Max Lucado 

 
 

 
The following pages show the children who 
are currently in urgent need of sponsorship to 
continue their education. Thank for making a 
difference in a child’s life for the future. 
 

http://www.kinikenya.com/


Boarding/day schools for specific children as listed below and sponsorship requirements. There are many 
more children who need to attend boarding schools if funds are available: 
 
 Shaniz and Yasmin Naija (This is now becoming urgent as the grandfather has also abandoned 

the family with any resources the grandmother may have had) 
Shaniz and Yasmin are two sisters aged 5 and 8 years, who tragically lost their mother in a car 
accident in early 2016. Their father abandoned them and their grandmother is now caring for 
them. She will be retiring from work during 2017 and therefore will find it difficult to pay 
school fees for the girls.  
Fees per term:  US$50 each child 
 

 Musa (Moses) Ndoyop 
 His mother passed away and father unable to fully support the family, especially for school fees. 

Since starting boarding school Musa is doing very well. It is important that he continue in school 
to avoid many of the issues of young Maasai boys who leave school before finishing their full 
education. 

 Fees per term and boarding requirements:  US$200 per term 
 
 Kakeyna Ndoyop 

Younger sister to Margaret and Musa (8 years). Because of the remoteness of her home there 
is no school available for her to attend therefore needs to start boarding school where she will 
have opportunity to gain the basic knowledge needed in the early years of school. Her father is 
able to support her with boarding and living expenses, however needs help with fees. 
Fees per term:  US$110 1st term, 2nd Term US$60, 3rd Term US$60 

 
 John Olomorigo 

John is a young man who was one of the first “cow boys” I put into school 4 years ago. He is 
now in Class 5 and doing well, studies very hard and is keen to continue his education. John is 
now in boarding where he can concentrate more on his studies. 
Fees per term:  US$80 per term 
 
 

 
 Rebecca Nasinkoi 

Rebecca is 14 years of age and is in Class 5. She sometimes struggles but is improving every 
term. She is from a very poor family and her father passed away 2 years ago leaving her mother 
unable to provide for the children or send them to school. Rebecca is now going into Boarding 
as it isn’t safe for her to stay living near the Manyatta. 
Fees per term:  US$110 1st term, 2nd Term US$80, 3rd Term US$80 
 

 
 Jeptom Valentine 

Jeptom is now in Class 7. Jeptom is now in Barbara’s care as her parents are unable to care 
for her schooling. Without the opportunity to continue in school she will be forced to marry 
as many other girls have. 
Fees per term:  US$100 per term 
 

 Elizabeth Daudi 
Elizabeth is a total orphan who has been living with Barbara for the past 5 years and is now in 
Class 4.  
Fees per term:  US$40 per term (includes uniforms and other expenses) 
 
 



 Stacy Machuka 
Stacy is in Barbara’s full time care and Guardianship as she has no record of any family to care 
for her. She is now in Pre-Unit (Kindergarten) and is proving to be a very bright child with a 
bright future. 
Fees per term:  US$40 per term (includes uniforms and other expenses) 
 
 

 
 Lucy Sateiyian 

Lucy came to live with Barbara during 2016 on a permanent basis as her mother had passed 
away at the beginning of the year and her grandmother refused to care for her or send her to 
school, and the father is not capable of caring for her and her sister (Naileku). She is in 
Nursery and has been No 1 in the class although she is 7 years, as she was never sent to 
school. 
Fees per term:  US$40 per term (includes uniforms and other expenses) 

 
 Emanuel Muchunga Wafula 

Emanuel is an orphan in the care of his Uncle , who also cares for other orphaned siblings. 
Emanuel has passed Class 8 (ending Primary School) with good marks and has now started 
Form 1. Help is needed for school fees to ensure he is able to complete his education.  
Fees per term:  US$200 per term  
 
 
 

 Peter Junior Mayato 
Peter (Junior) is an orphan recently brought to KINI’s attention when it was found that 
although being ‘cared’ for by relatives, he was not being sent to school and his medical 
condition (epilepsy) was not being monitored or medication given. He was taken to a local 
hospital for monitoring and medication, and placed in a regular school where it was very 
apparent he also has mental challenges. He has been placed in a “special school” where he is 
doing very well and is loved by all the staff and children.  
Fees per term:  US$120 per term (plus initial $150 to cater for his boarding items) 

 
 
 Komeyian Matayo 

Komeyian is Peter’s youngest sister and is in Nursery class, even though she is 8 years, as she 
has missed school as her mother couldn’t pay school fees and since her death no-one has 
sent her to school. If possible it would be best if she could board to ensure she is cared for 
and given basic needs which often is lacking. 
Fees per term:  US$120 per term (plus initial $150 to cater for his boarding items) 
Day School – US$20 per term plus uniforms 
 

 
 Ann Matasia Matayo 

The 10 year old sister to Peter and Komeyian, Ann is very keen to learn and so happy to be 
back in school (Class 2). Again boarding will be the ideal situation for her to continue to 
learn with no interruptions. Without your help I am sure it would not be very long before 
she would be forced to undergo FGM and marriage. 
Fees per term:  US$120 per term (plus initial $150 to cater for his boarding items) 
Day School – US$20 per term plus uniforms 
 

  



 
 Christine Mepukori 

Christine (16 years) is from a family where the father has 6 wives and many children, and 
does not choose to educate his daughters. Christine has “run away” to her uncle’s home 
as her father has planned to marry her however she is determined to finish school. 
Christine is bright and doing well in Form 2. All her school needs now need to be met by 
KINI as the Uncle is unable to care for even basic necessities. 
Fees per term:  US$500 per year (each term is a different amount) 
 

 
 Nancy Nempiris 

Nancy is in Form 1 and again is from a family where the father has 3 wives, but chooses to 
only care for two and their children, so her mother is left to care for her and her 4 siblings. 
Because of her good marks in Class 8 she has been accepted into a high performing 
secondary school which means the fees are a little higher but she is doing well and 
determined to finish school and not be forced into marriage. 
Fees per term:  US$600 per year (each term is a different amount) 
 

 
 John Rotiei 

This young man finished Form 2 in 2015 with an average B-, however his father has refused 
to continue his schooling, preferring him to look after cows. He is desperate to continue to 
Form 4 and University should a sponsor be found. It would be best to join Form 2 for third 
term at the beginning of September to ensure he is able to then continue to Form 3 in 2018. 
Fees per term:  US$150 per term (3 terms per year) 
 

 


