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FROM THE CEO 
 School is finally back after a very prolonged 
teachers’ strike, and teachers are trying to cover all 
the work before the end of the term which is only 2 
weeks away. 
 I have been busy and needed to travel to 
Nairobi to attend a pre-wedding celebration/ 
fundraiser for a Maasai friend and then on the way 
home visiting other remote areas to ascertain needs 
and opportunities for helping the wider Maasai 
community. 

 
Traditional dress with the mum of the groom 

 
 Whilst in “town” was again able to visit with a 
school for the disadvantaged and orphaned children 
and introduce a local business CEO, to partner with 
us in helping the school to be able to provide better 
facilities for the children.  
 There is a lot of excitement at the manyatta at 
present as we have two resident hippos in our dam. 
This means we need to be much more wary when 
going to collect water as they like to come out of the 
water during the day as well as of course grazing 
around the manyatta and our homes at night. 

 
With the elephants also still coming from the 

Mara to graze or pass through, everyone tries to be 
in the enclosed manyatta or homes before dark. 
 Last month I was asked to take another young 
boy whose mother became sick and wasn’t able to 
care for him. Sam will be staying with me 
permanently and is in Pre-Unit (Kindy) Class as we 

needed to bring him up to where he will cope with 
the next class. 

Stacy and Sam (a new boy now in my full time care) 
sitting by the dam watching the hippos as they 

surface and come into view 
 

SCHOOL UPDATE 
 A local tourist camp, with the help of overseas 
donors, has provided our school with 83 “e-readers” 
for the children and teachers. These are a great asset 
as they contain text books and other reading material 
which the school often doesn’t have. A three day 
training course for the teachers was held prior to a 
large celebration to launch the “e-reader” program.  
 Students will be doing their final exams for the 
year starting at the end of this week and the children 
will then go on holidays until the first week of 
January when school resumes. 
 This is a busy time for Barbara as she will have 
all children at home over the holiday period, but is 
also a time where the children can spend time 
together and enjoy being a family.  
 The last three months have been difficult 
ensuring the teachers are paid and they have been 
very patient waiting for funds to become available. 
Each month A$550 is needed to pay the four teachers  
which I sponsor. If you are able to spare even one 
cup of coffee a week or one lunch out, it is a simple 
way of helping these children gain an education.  
 If just 20% of my friends on Facebook and 
those receiving this Newsletter, committed to 
helping where they are able, they could help change 
not only a child’s life, but a community.  
 
FGM EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 The flyers have been printed and programs 
arranged for the FGM Alternate Right of Passage 
program for the local girls this December. We are 
planning for 100 girls to attend and learn the 
importance of education, health and what it means 
to be a proud “Maasai woman” as well as being part 
of a changing world. 

 

 

 



 The two day workshop with the young Maasai 
boys aged 12-18 is also planned and young men will 
be invited to join together to learn why they should 
remain in school and look to the future. This will be 
the first of many held – the next one being planned in 
a different community. 
 Barbara has arranged with a local bank which 
lends money to women for various business 
ventures, as well as spending much time training 
them in finance and business before they enter into 
the loans. This is a very good program to help the 
women, who often are the ones to be responsible for 
educating and feeding the family. The women had 
their first meeting today and are very happy with the 
opportunities which they will have.  
 A number of new babies are being born, or will 
be in the near future, so Barbara is kept busy 
checking on them and being “koko” (grandmother) to 
them. They often need a little help with keeping the 
baby healthy and strong. The latest boy was born 
only a  week ago but developed a very bad rash. The 
tea tree oil cream just received a few days ago in the 
first “care package” she has received, has proven to 
be very good at healing. 
 Another exciting part of the care package were 
her mother’s hearing aids, which has made an Elder 
here very happy – he can now hear!  

     
One is enough for Saruni to now hear 

 
 If anyone else has any unused hearing aids (and 
batteries) there is a great use for them here. Even 
though they may be designed for you personally, 
they can always be fitted one way or another.  

 
SPONSORSHIPS 
 Attached with this Newsletter is a proposal for 
sponsorships for at risk and needy children. To help a 
child attend school can be as little as US$10 PER 
TERM (three terms a year). Boarding schools are also 
very reasonable compared to western countries.  
 I have quoted US$ as other currencies fluctuate 
and it is hard to give an accurate picture. 
 Please consider instead of buying a Xmas gift to 
give a sponsorship for a child to have opportunity for 
an education – something many take for granted. 
 Our school year starts by 5 January so would be 
very good if sponsorships were started by that time.  
 

DAILY LIFE 
 A few pictures to show what Barbara’s days can 
be like – never a “typical day”. 
 

  
The latest addition to the Typical of injuries that  
family. Sadly out of 9 eggs  come to me for treat 
this was the only one that  ment. Not sure how  
hatched. this one happened. The 
 same boy badly burnt 
 some months back  
 

 
Before Class 8 (end of Primary School) do their final  
exams special Prayer Days are held and last Saturday 
two local schools met with a nearby church for 
Prayer. They gave us many very good special items.  
 

 
 
 If you would like to be part of this exciting work 
please set up a regular donation directly into the KINI 
bank account (details below) or through RAWCS  
(www.kinikenya.com) if you would like a tax 
deductible receipt.  
 
Bank: ANZ, Nambucca Heads 
Name: Kisaru Nkera (KINI) 
BSB/Account: 012754/204398639 
 
New postal address: 

PO Box 150 
Kilgoris, 40700 

Trans Mara, KENYA 
 

Thank you for sharing in our dream. 
The sign of the saved is our love of the least – Max Lucado 

It is now the rainy 
season so most days 
we get a big storm and 
beautiful rainbows – 
many double! But it 
gets very cold when it 
rains. Plenty of water 
and grass for now. 

http://www.kinikenya.com/

